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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of the following Eſſay, pre- 
| ſumling it might tend to elucidate an im- 
rtant Article of our Religion, was willing to 
take this Opportunity, by a Second Edition of 
Mr. Towx1ns's Medrator, to ſubmit it to the Judg- 
ment of the Public. And, white he would acquaint 
the Public, that it is the Product of his juvenile Stu- 
dies, he hopes his Touth and Inexperience will 
be accepted as a ſufficient Plea for their Candour. 
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1 pentance alone is nor ſufficient to pro- 
2 cure for us an Indemnity; and to re- 
WITS inftare us in our original State of 
| Purity and Felicity; and That, 
according to the plain and current Language 
bf Scripture; our Redemption and Salvation 
are owing to the Death and Sufferings of 
Chriſt as their real and meritorious , Cauſe ? 
Taking et Propoſitions for granted; I would 
attempt to prove that from this Doctrine we may 
draw ſome ſtrong preſumptive Arguments in Fa- 
your of Chriſtianity ; and that, on this Account, 
it is more worthy of Credit as a Divine Revelation. 
And this will appear (1 think) from theſe Con- 
fiderations. As, 
. If the Doctrine of Redeinption through the 
Blood of Chrift be es then the Means made 2 
A 2 


* 


| . 2 

of well fuir the End. The. Seriptures repreſent 
Chritt- to be the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
and: the expreſs Image of his Perſon ;- as that di- 


ine Perſon, by whom che Father created all 
Things; as the firſt-porn of every Creature; as 
he only begotten and beſt beloved of the Father: 
They aſſert that he was in the Beginning with 
Things, and that by him all Things ſubſiſt; as 
tranſcendently great and glorious, and as poſ- 
ſeſſing peculiar Dignity and Honor with the Father, 
befarę the World was. Now if the only or prin- 
cipal End of che Incargation, Humiliation} and 
Sufferings of this divine Perſon, was to inſtruct 
us in the Truth, to ſet us an Example of every 
divine Virtue, and at length to die for us as a 
Martyr, what Need was there for a Perſon of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed Majeſty, to bring about theſe Effects? 
Could not a Prophet, or an Apoftle, or an Angel, 
have full as well anſwered theſe Purpoſes ? © Nay, 
may we not ſay that the Apoſtle. Paul, as a Nrephet 
Rf Inſtructor, and Preacher of Righteouſnels;did 
more by his Travels, Labors, and Miniftrations; 


| 5 to reform the World, and ſpread the Knowledge 


of the Truth, than Jeſus Chriſt, conſidered only 
as a Prophet and Inſtructor? And as to our Lord's 
Death, were not the ſame Ends promoted by the 
Deaths of the Confeſſors and Martyrs, from the 
Beginning of the World? What Proportion then 

is there betwixt the Dignity of Chriſt's Perſpn, and 
the Efficacy of his Death and Sufferings, deſigned 
900) as « Teſtimony to the Truth? But if by his 
Death he procured eternal Redemption for us, if 
by his Sufferings he wrought out the Salvation of 
an innumerable Multitude of intelligent and moral 
Agents, and reftored them to à glorious Immor- 
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tality, here is an Effect S the Dianl= 
ty and original Excelleney of his Perſon; then the 
Fruits of his Death are as great and as immenſe __ 
his ſpotleſs Innocence, and his, glorious reſem- 

blance of God, and Likeneſs to him in the Perfec- 
tions of his Nature; then the Expence of the Means 
does not exceed che End to be anſwered by them. 
And, on this Account, the Chriſtian Plan of Re- | 
demption appears more wile, - conſiſtent, and uni- 
form, than it does upon the other. Scheme. and 
conſequently. the Death of Chriſt, conſidered as 
the Foundation of all the Advantages and Bleſſings 
we enjoy as Chriſtians, muſt be, under the Goſpel more | 
| worthy our eſteem, and more worthy the Fountain 
of Wiſdom; and it's Characteriſtics as celeſtial 
and divine, more apparent than they would be, if 
the Death of our Lord is viewed only in the Light 
of that of an Exemplar and Martyr... 
2. The Doctrine of Redemption, through the 
Blood of Chriſt, . preſerves the Analogy: betwixt 
God's moral Government, as revealed in the Scrip= 
tures, and that Part of it we can trace without the 
Helpouf Revelation, in this preſent State and World. 
Obſervation and Experience teach us, that the 
Method of God's Government in this World is dy 
the Mediatiofty, and Agency and Interpoſition of the 
various Beings about us, and with whom we may 
be connected. It ſeems to be the Deſign of the di- 
vine Being to confer his Benefits and Bleſſings 
through the Hands of others; ſo that univerſal 
Love, Benevolence, and Goodneſs may be promo- 
ted ; and we may be linked together in mutual De- 
pendance.. So one is under God the Means of 
Health, Peace, and Proſperity to another; our 
Lives are, preſerved, our Ruin is prevented, and 
8 aun ee + rs _ * ſome kind Friend 
I and 


* 


[6] 

wi Benefadior : Weareindebted e vi: 
moſt every Satisfaction, Bleſſing, Inſtructien, and 
Improvement we enjoy: our Knowledge, our Virs 
tue, our Liberty, ad all our Enjoyments, in a leſ- 
ſer or greater Degree, flow to us by the Mediati- 
on of others: and our Felicity; i in many Caſes, de- 
pends entirely upon the Interpoſition of ſome bene? 

volent Perſon. As far as we can diſcober, God's 
Government is by the Inſtrumentality and ſubordi- 
vate Agency of others; and that God ſhould thus 
govern the World in other Inſtances, of which we 
have not ocular Proof, ſeems (to ſay the leaſt) ve⸗ 


ry probable. And this Point the Chriſtian Reve 


lation ſeems to put out of Doubt; here is the Diſeo- 
very made of the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt and the 
invaluable and important Bleſſings flowing from 
his Interpoſition to ſave a loſt and periſhin World! : 
And our Redemption through his Blood ſeems to 
be a noble, grand and conſiderable Part of the 
ſame Plan of the divine Government: and conſe: 
quently. that Revelation, that opens our Proſpects 
and enlarges our Views with the farther and more 
illuſtrious Execution of the ſame Method of the di- 
vine Adminiſtrations, bids fair to come from Hea- 
ven; and as what it reveals in this Reſpect is eon 
ſonant to what Experience teaches us; it bears ſtri- 
king Signatures of having God for it's Author 3 
and as this is more illuſtriouſly diſplayed in the 
Doctrine of the complete and entire Salvation of 
the penitent Sinner through. the Blood of Chriſt : 
to this Doctrine the Goſpel is beholden for an addi- 
tional Evidence of it's celeſtial Origin and divine 
Authority: and on this account it is more eredi- 
ble than it would otherwiſe be. 

The Doctrine of Redemption by che Blood 
© Chriſt accounts for the frequent Mention that is 
made of the Death of Chriſt in the a 


7 
| dhe it's being improved as the Foundation of e. 
very Chriſtian Grace and moral Virtue, and for its 
being inſiſted upon as the moſt powerful Obligation 
to all Holineſs and Goodneſs. No one who has pe- 
ruſed the Writings of the New Teſtament can be 2 
Stranger to the frequent Mention that is made of 
the Death of Chriſt as the moſt remarkable Inſtan- 
ce of the Love of the Father; and the Grace of the 
Redeemer ; as that End for which Chriſt came into 
the World; as what the Prophets had ina parti- 
_ cular Manner foretald as the characteriſtic Mark of 
the Meſſiah ; and as a moſt cogent Reaſon for the 
Exerciſe of every moral and divine and ſocial Virs 
tue; for Love to God, and Benevolence to Man- 
kind, Humility,” Patience, and univerſal Holineſs. 
And according to the Account we have pow given 
of the Deſign of the Death of Chriſt, as the Saum, 
dation of our Deliverance and Salvation from Sin 
and all it's penal Effects, we ſee the propriety of it's 
being thus fitted upon by the Sacred Writers; for 
then the Doctrine of the Death of Chriſt is nearly of 
the-ſame Importance and Influence in the Chriſtian 
Revelation; as the Belief of the Being and Perfec- 
tions of God. is in natural Religion; and this ren- 
ders the Goſpel conſiſtent, uniform and regular in it's 
ſeveral Parts: it preſerves an Harmony and Agree- 
ment betwixt it's grand Doctrines and great Duties, 
and à Connexion betwixt the Principles and Prac- 
tice of Religion: this accounts for the Manner of 


the Apoſtles writingand their Method of enforcing e 


very Branch of Duty and every Obligation of Rea - 
ſon: Whereas from the Opinion that the Death of 
Chriſt was only an Example and as a Teſtimony to 
the Truth, it does not appear why the ſacred Wie 
_ pers ſhould infiſt more on the Death of our Lord, 
Log urge that as a more Ow Obligation * Re- 
igion 


3 
Jigion and Virtue than the Death of any other Pro- 
phet or Martyr. Conſequently the former Scheme, 
as holding up to our view the Beauty, Order, Re- 
gularity and Harmony of the Goſpel Revelation, 
mutt recommend it more to our Eſteem, as more 
likely to come from the Author and Source of Per- 
fection and Beauty, and from the God of Order: 
and becauſe in a Divine Revelation a Diſtinction 
muſt be made betwixt Things of leſſer and greater 
Importance, betwixt trivial Affairs and m6mentous- 
Events, it would inſiſt upon thoſe Things chief - 
ly, in which ve are more nearly and intimately con- 
cerned, and which have the greateſt Influence up- 
on our Temper and Conduſdſt. 
I. The Death of Chriſt, as the Ground and Reaſon 
of our Pardon and eternal Life, affords a more glo- 
rious Diſplay of the Divine Perfections; and there- 
fore this View of the Death of Chriſt repreſents the 
Goſpel in a more valuable, important and excellent 
Light. Our Lord places Eternal Life in the 
Knowledge of God and of himſelf, and to form - 
miable and worthy Conceptions of the Deity is of 
the utmoſt Uſe in begetting a Love of him and pro-—- 
per Affections towards him; and the more conſiſ- 
tent and amiable a view any Revelation gives us of 
God, it's Worth, and genuine Goodneſs, and true 
Uſrfulneſs are enhanced thereby. And does not 
the Wiſdom of God ſhine forth with peculiar Ad- 
vantage in the Scheme of Redemption, in bringing 
ſo much Good out of, and in cauſing ſuchi an im- 
menſe Bliſs to flow from ſuch an Evil as the Death of 
his- own.Son ? How evidently does Chriſt appear 
to be the Viſdom of God and the Peter of God in, 
the happy Benefits, the tranſcendently glorious and 
bleſſed Conſequences of his Obedience to the Death 
of the Croſs? And then as to:the:Googneſs, 28 
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SE EL LE 
and Compaſſion of God herein expreſſed, it paſſes the 
Power of Imagination to conceive, or the Force of 
Language to deſcribe. Whereas if Chriſt by his 
Death only ſet us a Pattern of all Piety, Meekneſs, 


Submiſſion and Goodneſs, or teſtified the Truth f 


his Mifſion, dur Ideas of the divine Miſdom are 
not ſo grand and noble; nor can our Senſe of the 
Tove of God be fo ſtriking, lively and affecting; 
becauſe the Manifeſtations of it are nor fo ſignal and 
remarkable. Who therefore would riot think the 
Goſpel more worthy of his Eſteem upon the former 
than the latter Notion ? Does the Evidence of the 
Truth of the Goſpel, from it's internal Characters, 
increaſe in Proportion, as it's Diſcoveries of the 
Perfections of God are more conſiſtent, worthy, 
and juſt? Muſt not the Goſpel (upon the Suppoſi- 
tion that the Doctrine of our Redemption through 
the Blood of Chriſt is a diſtinguiſhing Doctrine of 
it) appear to be more worthy of God, as diſplaying 
all his Attributes in the faireſt Point of View and re- 
flecting them in the moſt amiable Light in the Face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and in his Undertaking for our everlaſ- 
ting Happineſs ? Shall we not have Reaſon to glory 
in a cruriſed Saviour, as in him are manifeſted the 
infinite Wiſdom; boundleſs Goodneſs, and excecd- 
ing Benignity of the Divine Being? Should not 
theſe Diſcoveries of the Perfections of God in the 
Death of Chriſt, and the conſequent Fruits of it be 
ſtudied and improved by us, as a bleſſed Guard a- 
gainſt Infidelity, for ſurely that Religion bids fair- 
eſt to come from Heaven, Which contains the 
brighteſt Tranſcript of the Perfections of him, 
whoſe Throne is in the Heavens? 
5B. And Laſtly, This Doctrine of the Redemption 
of Sinners through the Blood of Chriſt, beſt tends 
to promote the grand OO Defign'of Ty 
8 f 5 eve- 


Revelation from God, and muſt therefore give a 
proportional Authority to the Chriſtian. To rene 
us again in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs muſt be 
the Deſign of every Diſcovery of the divine Mind 
and Will to ſinful and depraved Creatures; and to 
inforce and ſtrengthen our moral Obligations and 
ſo to impreſs our Souls with the Excellency, Im- 
portance, and Neceſſity of Holineſs, out of Love 
and Gratitude, and Intereſt, as to excite us to the 
immediate, conſtant, and unwearied Practice of 
it, muſt be its genuine and natural Tendency. 
And the more any Revelation appears ſuited to be- 
get. in us a Love of Goodneſs and ſincere Piety, ſo 
much ſtronger muſt be the Preſumption in its Fa- 
vor. How much higher then riſes this Evidence 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, upon the Suppoſition 
of the Truth of the Doctrine of our Salvation 


through the Sufferings of the Redeemer, than upon 


the Belief that his Sufferings were to no higher 
End than thoſe of a Martyr. They then, beſides 
enforcing Integrity and Honeſty, Love and Piety, 
by our Lord's Example, ſnhew us in à ſtriking 
Manner the evil Nature of Sin, as the wiſe Go- 
vernor of the World did not think fit to remit it 
without the Intervention of Chriſt's Death: They 
7 1 out to View the Value and Importance of 


HFHolineſs in the Sight of God, as it was exhibited 


in the Death of Chriſt, the Means of procuring 

ſuch glorious and immenſe Bleffings. for the- hu- 

man Race. They afford us the moſt powerful and 
encouraging Motives to Repentance, from the 
Love of God and the Grace of the Redeemer, and 
ſhew us the Neceſſity of Holineſs, as it will ſecure 
to us (through the Mediation of Chriſt, and what 
; K ham done for us) true Greatneſs, Honor, and 
Felicity, for the Attainment of which we 8 5 
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Cu) Sp 
ci Nothing: too dear, not even Life iſelf; and 
2 urge us more powerfully.chan any other . 


tract Reaſoning; to love God and the Saviour, to 


devote all to the Honour of the Father and the 
Service of the Son; and, above all Things, to 
be ambitious, diligent, and. zealous, in practiſing 
the Inſtructions and following the Example of our 
generous Friend, who ſhed his Blood to do us the 
greateſt Service, and to raiſe us to the greateſt 
Dignity, Honor, and Bliſs. And, in Conſe- 
_ quence, how greatly does a Scheme ſo well calcu- 
_ lated to ſave at once from the Power and the pe- 


nal Effects of Sin; a Method of Salvation, by 
which our Sanctification is ſtrongly urged and re- 


commended, tend to confirm our Faith in the 
SGoſpel; to promote our Adherence to it, and to 
render our Belief of it ſteady, rational, and effec- 
tual, and to produce the Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
in our Lives and Converſations! How much bet- | 
tet is the Goſpel upon this Notion adapted to bring 
about the great Deſign of every Revelation; «0 
therefore how much more worthy. of « our * Regard 
and Eflpeml, 5 ; 5 — 
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